

















Teacher Instructions

ORAL STORYTELLING, continued

Revising the story orally. Now the process
changes. Ask students to do the following;:

* Tell the story a different way. Ask stu-
dents to choose their favorite of the three
stories they have just told and tell it
again—but in a different way and for a
longer period of time. They might begin
at a different place and/or end at a dif-
ferent place. They might slow down the
action and tell it in much more detail.
They might imagine they are telling the
story to a specific audience. (The way
you tell about a car wreck changes when
you tell it to your mom, the cop, and
your best friend.) They might tell about
the weather, the colors, the smells, etc.
They might add dialogue.

Allow three minutes for storytelling
this time, (1-1/2 minutes for each per-
son) with verbal warnings at one and a
half, two, and two and a half minutes.

After the stories, have all the listeners
fill in answers to the Feedback #1 ques-
tions, page 12, and share the answers
with the storytellers.

* Tell it a different way=again. At the
risk of student rebellion, ask students to
tell their stories again, but this time, they
must stretch them out to three minutes
each.

Allow six minutes for storytelling this
time, (3 minutes for each person) with
verbal warnings at one and a half, two,
and two and a half minutes.

Writing. Finally, the last step is for students
to tell the last story again, but this time in
writing. With the practice they have had in
telling the story, the will probably find it
fairly easy to write.

This exercise encapsulates much of what
we want students to learn about writing: to
consider the audience, to expand, to revise.
It also reinforces attitudes we want, such as
openness to revision.
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STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS

Mame

ORAL STORYTELLING

You are going to tell a story, aloud. You will eventually write this story, so keep that in
mind as you think about what story to tell.
What story should you tell? In choosing a story to tell, keep the following rules in mind:

* It must be about something that really happened to you.

* It must be about something that took place in about a 30-minute time period. Otherwise,
your story won't be focused enough. (Instead of telling about the three days vou spent
at a theme park, tell about what you did during the half hour you spent in line for the
roller coaster.)

* In the story, you must be doing something active--for example, riding a horse, playing a
sport, cooking, playing a game, taking a walk. If you were sitting back and watching
something happen to someone else, your story is not a good one for this exercise.

You might think a car wreck or a visit to an emergency room would make a good
story. In these situations, though, you are usually reacting to what another person is
doing. It's better to choose a story where you are doing the main action. Telling about
playing a vidco game doesn’t work well, either, because your only action is moving a
controller. Instead, choose something where you are doing something more active.

* The story does not have to be a huge, overwhelming event. Simple events work well, if
there is lots of action. For example, write about washing a car, climbing a tree, riding a
roller coaster, fishing, playing soccer, riding a horse for the first time, etc.

Feedback #1. Listen to your partner’s story. Then, complete these sentences:

1. One thing I liked about this story was

2. I got confused when —

3. I'd like to know more about

Feedback #2. Listen to your partner’s revised story. Then, complete these sentences.

1. One thing I liked about this story was

2. 1 got confused when

3. T'd like to know more about ) .
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Paper Lightning:

Prewriting Activities to Spark Creativity and Help Students Write Effectively

by Darcy Pattison.
Cottonwood Press, 108 Pages.
ISBN: 978-1-877673-77-1

Lesson Plans, Prewriting Skills & Brainstorming ldeas

For any given writing prompt, essay, paper, or writing assignment,
you'll likely teach four or five prewriting activities to strengthen
the writing process. That's where Paper Lightning: Prewriting
Activities to Spark Creativity and Help Students Write Effectively
can help.

For teachers: Lesson Plans for over 30 Prewriting Activities, ready to teach,
supports teaching the writing process for these genre:

descriptive essay

expository essay

personal or persuasive essays

lesson plans for folktales and short story

For teachers: Printable Student Pages, easy to teach
For teachers: Sample Answers
For teachers: Use with any approach to teaching writing. Includes chart for

correlations to 6 +1 Writing, Scaffolded Writing, Writer's Workshop and the
NCTE Beliefs About the Teaching of Writing.

Order Now!

A rich, prewriting environment with multiple prewriting activities yields
the best first drafts. And in a school environment where kids resist
revision, it’s crucial to get those great first drafts!

See real improvements in your students’ writing:
Order PAPER LIGHTNING now

www.paperlightning.com


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1877673773?ie=UTF8&tag=darpatsrevnot-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1877673773?ie=UTF8&tag=darpatsrevnot-20



