
I read Kirby’s quote and realized this is what I still need to learn, too!  So I wrote to Darcy and asked her if she would do her retreat at my house in Tacoma, Washington.  She replied:

So . . . we’re putting on a small retreat! Darcy works in groups of four.  My house can accommodate 4 or 8 day participants.  If you have a drafted manuscript, and you feel you need this retreat, here’s your chance.  Darcy says: 

What makes this retreat different is that your entire novel will be [image: image1.png]


read by your group.  So they will know your characters and themes and plot almost as well as you do--only they will have an objective point of view.

We have set the cost for the three day workshop at $700.  If we have a full cadre of eight participants it may be slightly less.  A $300 deposit is needed to hold your place.  The first seven deposits will be taken and then the workshop will be closed.  Since there will be preparation work, the deadline to sign up is March 1st.

Darcy Pattison
The Retreat
“The retreat is designed for groups of four. Each group exchanges manuscripts and reads them. Then, at the retreat, I do a lecture, send you off to work on your own, and then you come back to the group for a discussion of each manuscript in terms of the current topic. This intensive feedback from three others is key to the success of the retreat.”

Requirements to attend:
1. You must have a completed draft of a novel.
2. You must agree to do pre-conference homework.
3. You must agree to read three other drafts of novels before the retreat. The group sessions are based on the assumption that you have read the other person’s novel.
4. Other costs of attending: you must purchase and read two books and you’ll need four copies of your manuscript.  The required 124-page workbook, Novel Metamorphosis: Uncommon Ways to Revise (Mims House) is an additional $15.00 ($13.95 + $1.05 tax) (a 20% discount) per person.
 
 
Tentative schedule for the weekend retreat:
FRIDAY
1:00-3:00 Check in
3:00-5:15 Introduction and Inventory
5:30-6:30 Supper
6:30-7:30 Group Session
7:30-8:30 Scenes: Solid Structure
8:30-8:45 Break
8: 45-9:45 Group Session: Scenes
 
 SATURDAY
8:30 Continental Breakfast
9:00-9:45 Plotting: Macro to Micro
9:45-10:15 Group Session: Plotting
10:15-10:30 Break
10:30-11:15 Characterization and Dialogue 
11:15-12:00 Group Session: Characters
12:15-1:30 Lunch
1:30-2:15 Clarity and Voice
2:15-3:00 Group Session: Voice
3-4:30 Free time to write
4:30-5:15 Where Are We? Setting
5:30-6:30 Supper
6:30-7:15 Adding Depth and Layers: Narrative Patterning
7:15-8:00 Group Session: Setting and Depth
8-8:15 Break
8:15 Special Event
 
SUNDAY
9:00-9:45 Planning a Successful Revision
9:45-10:15 Group Session: Plan of Action
10:30 Brunch

12:00  Retreat ends
 

The cost of the retreat includes the listed meals.  Please let Claudia know if you have dietary restrictions.

Nearby accommodations in order of proximity include:


DaVoe Mansion B & B, 208 133RD ST E, Tacoma, WA (253) 539-3991



devoemansion.com  ( 3 rooms, just a couple miles away)


Branch Colonial House B & B, 2420 N 21st St, Tacoma, WA, (253) 752-3565



branchcolonialhouse.com  (10 miles away in the city)

Any questions call Claudia Finseth at (253) 531-5151

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes!  Sign me up for Darcy Pattison’s Novel revision Retreat in Tacoma June 6-8.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________  email: ____________________________

Dietary restrictions: ______________________________________________

Please enclose a check for $300 made out to Claudia Finseth.  Send it to:



Claudia Finseth



13524 15th Ave South



Tacoma, Washington, 98444

“I didn’t realize I didn’t know the first thing about revising until I took Darcy’s � HYPERLINK "http://members.aol.com/ddpattison/retreat.html" ��Novel Revision Retreat�. I finally “got it” that reworking a manuscript is not revising. To revise something means to re-vision it, to see it through a new lens. The workshop moved me from wordsmith to novel writer and, one short summer after taking it, I had my young adult historical completely revised. Re-visioned.”        


		~Kirby Larson, Newberry Honor author of Hattie Big Sky
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“The workshop works with any novel, regardless of the intended audience.  I've had short chapter books for kids, all the way up to adult novels. The concepts are the same. The manuscript should be a finished draft of a novel, though, not a partial.   The responses have been overwhelmingly positive in Michigan, Iowa, Alabama, Illinois, California , Hawaii, Georgia, Washington, Arkansas, Texas and more. The results are worth it in the end! I'm excited to come and do this with your group.”











“Claudia:  I would love to come to Tacoma!”











Darcy Pattison is the author of ten books of fiction for children and seven non-fiction books for adults, including Novel Metamorphosis: Uncommon Ways to Revise.


After twelve years as the conference director for the Arkansas chapter of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI), she realized that the hardest thing to get help with is a novel. Most conferences are one-day events in which many different topics are covered briefly.


In 1999, she created� HYPERLINK "http://www.darcypattison.com/speaking/" �� the Novel Revision Retreat�, which she has taught across the nation.  The goal of the retreat is that every author will go home with strategies for revising their own particular novel. The retreat is designed for maximum participation and advance preparation is required.








“My revised chapter has moved from nice to richer, deeper, funnier. And the finest part is that I feel so empowered - like I have the tools to make my writing the writing of my dreams, the writing I love to read. It is wildly exciting.”








“I think I’ll look back on this weekend as a turning point in my growth as a novelist. I wish we could do this every year!”












